
 
 

 
 
 
 
Memo from Melbourne 
 
 The 2006 IPS Conference in Melbourne began on Sunday, July 23, 2006 with a 
warm welcome from Dr. Tanya Hill, Curator of Astronomy at Melbourne Planetarium, 
Scienceworks.  Joining her in the welcome were Dr. J Patrick Green, Chief Executive 
Officer of the Museum Victoria and the Right Honorable, John So, Lord Mayor of  
Melbourne. Approximately 300 IPS members are registered for the 2006 Conference.  
About 28 countries are represented.   
 IPS President, Martin George from Launceston Planetarium, Australia presided 
over two days of meetings with IPS Council members.  Other IPS officers are president-
elect, Susan Reynolds Button, past-president, Jon Elvert, Lee Ann Hennig, executive 
secretive, and treasurer and membership chairman, Shawn Laatsch.  The officers spent 
two days and long evenings organizing before the Council meeting.  Their hard work 
paid off.  The meetings were well organized.  The membership should be extremely 
proud of the officers.  They have worked together throughout the year IPS to make the 
organization better.  They deserve our applause and heartfelt thanks for their hard work 
and thoughtful concern to make IPS move forward.   
 The meetings were run in a sensible, organized, balanced, focused way.  Council 
members were thoughtful in discussion, polite and civil.  Discussions were positive and 
the business of IPS moved forward.  You can be proud of your IPS representatives.  They 
have served you well. 
  
Opening Ceremony for IPS 2006: 

Dr Tanya Hill and Patrick Green, of the Museum Victoria made opening remarks. 
Bruce Mildenhall, Parliamentory to the Premier of Victoria officially opened the IPS 
2006 Conference. Martin George, President of IPS, gave the presidents address.  He said 
he started talking about having an IPS conference in Australia at the IPS 1990 Sweden 
Conference.  He said he talked about being “upside down”, about kangaroos blocking 
traffic and the water going down the drain in the opposite direction. All the hard work 
and persistence by many people finally gave IPS membership the opportunity to be in the 
Southern Skies and in Melbourne. He hoped everyone would be able to gather lot of 
information for their planetarium community but he also hoped everyone would have fun.  
The vendor area is an area of great activity.  Both the morning tea and lunch are served in 
the vendor areas which gives participants and vendors opportunity to interact.  The place 
was buzzing with excitement and interest about the new technology and shows available.   
 David Malin, now retired from the Anglo-Australian Observatory talked about 
how planetariums can help people look at the big picture.  Visualizing science and 



imaging possibilities are endless.  Astronomy Outreach is what planetariums do best.  
Dark skies are not available for 99% of the earth’s population.  Planetariums are 
important for this reason.  Planetariums are not cinemas.  In a planetarium, the action and 
drama is all around you.  You have to move your head to connect with the theme or 
concept.  Participants in the planetarium have to focus, pause, and think.  Planetariums 
require people to stop and think.  The audience chooses to come to the planetarium and to 
bee involved in this type of interaction.  Curiosity and wonder are a unique trait of 
humanity.  In a planetarium, the curiosity and wonder of young people can be captured 
and fostered.  Planetariums nurture inspiration.  David Malin continued with his talk 
highlighting information about crystals, the spectrum, unique photos from astro 
photographers and others.   
 Martin Bush, curator of Science Communication, Melbourne Planetarium 
officially opened the vendor area.  Talks and paper sessions began.  Some of the topics 
were:  Imiloa Science Center and Hilo, Hawaii and their work with outreach using the 
Astronomical Society of the Pacific’s Family Astro Workshop format and materials.  Jim 
Manning, head of the office of public outreach (OPO) for the Space Telescope Science 
Institute talked about Amazing Space.  There are many opportunities for educators on this 
website.  It gives teachers the science background they may need to teach the science 
they need for their classrooms.  http://www.hubblesite.org or http://hubblesite.org 
 Laura Danly from American Museum of Natural History talked about an activity 
called Fieldtrip to the Moon using Digital Universe.  If you go to haydenplanetairum.org 
you can find out more about Digital Universe by going to the AMNH website.  It gives 
the planetarium community a real time opportunity to fly to the moon.  
 
  Leaving the Carlton Crest Hotel at 4 pm we traveled by a 5 bus caravan 

for about 2 hours north of Melbourne passed the town of Heathcote. The busses 
negotiated a long dirt road, a narrow gate and some trees to get us to the Leon 
Mow Dark Sky Site where we were treated to dinner and time with telescopes 
hosted by the Astronomical Society of Victoria.  The skies were glorious.  As we 
were waiting for dinner, those with green lasers pointed out the highlights of the 
night sky including the Emu in the Milky Way.  The Milky Way and the stars and 
constellations of the South Sky were stunning on this night in this place.  It was a 
gift beyond belief.  We’ve all seen pictures, but this was magic, in person.  Lynn 
Moroney (Oklahoma-Skytellers) and others who knew the stories of the 
constellations of the Southern Skies treated us to the pictures and stories given to 
us by the people of long ago. The telescopes highlighted the objects selected by 
astronomers at the telescopes.  There were special sessions with others who had 
the green lasers to point out more constellations and points of interest. The 
Astronomical Society of Victoria used light-sticks to light the path to the 
telescopes and to highlight where their telescopes were.  Otherwise, it was so 
dark, without a flashlight or light-stick finding the telescopes would have been a 
real challenge. Our sincere thanks to the Astronomical Society of Victoria for 
organizing this evening for IPS.  It was truly an evening with the stars none of us 
will forget.  
 

IPS Conference- , 2006--Tuesday July 25  



 
 Rob Landis, from Johnson Space Center, NASA gave an update about the new 
Space Exploration Policy for NASA.  NASA by law is directed to: 
1.  Return the Shuttle to flight which it has done with STS-121 just completed. 
2.  Complete the International Space Station.  Funding will be complete by 2015. 
3.  Return to the Moon.  The target date for manned missions is 2018. 
 Rob gave a detailed overall history and projection for future missions to the Moon 
in his talk.  Rob’s focus is on the Block 2 Lunar Crew and the modular vehicle which will 
be launched over a two day period parts of which will dock together in space and then 
continue on the journey to the moon.  Rob ended his talk with a quote from Meriwether 
Lewis’s 1805 July 4th journal about what a challenge it would be for their party to 
traverse the Rocky Mountains.  The same sentiment was expressed by Rob in the 
challenges mankind undertakes for space travel.  Rob was inspirational and enthusiastic 
in his excitement about working on his projects. 
  
IPS Tuesday Tour of Scienceworks and vendor sessions in the Melbourne Planetarium 
 

Late afternoon and evening hours were spent at the Scienceworks and the 
Melbourne Planetarium.  The participants of IPS Conference were treated to a tour of 
Scienceworks, sessions in the Lightening Theatre and the Waterworks Theatre.  An 
elegant dinner was served in the historic red brick Pumping Station.  Participants were 
able to view new programs presented by vendors in the Melbourne Planetarium.  A 
highlight was the new Cosmic Collisions program written and directed by staff at the 
American Museum of Natural History.  It was narrated by Robert Redford.  Monday, 
Tuesday and Wednesday all have late night events and IPS participants are engaged in 
activities continually from 7:30 am to midnight.   This is a fast paced conference with 
every minute being filled with informational opportunities related to planetariums. 
Interest, wonder, creativity, ideas, resources, and networking with one another are high 
on the list for participants.  Conference organizers and volunteers are doing fantastic 
work in providing the abundant possibilities for participants.  
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